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ABSTRACT 

The relatior ihip of population characteristics to 
school and college enrollments in Illinois are discussed. Emphasis is 
placed on the numbers of youth and educational attainment. The author 
suggests that although the Illinois high school graduation rate is 
lower than that for the nation^ the college participation rate of 
people who do graduate from Illinois high schools is higher than the 
national average. The need for public policy in the area of college 
enrollment is recommended. Appendices include statistical data. 
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poPULATio:; CHAiViCVj^KiSTics - Tiumi iTj.;.rTO>'SL:i^ TO :.'':'oo]. ^; co;jjj«,;r. lkudlt;:}!!:';':- 

At no time in -lie history of IIIXjkm.s nan the dc:i.;r.<:l upon educational scv.icc*:* 
:\ 'J.: <2^<-^t It hcS b.^vi curi'.C: 1 ht- past t'v/o cecaJc'*. Tv;o f,-c!,o:r, o } :>£^o-i- 
e for r/jii i> ) acacnoi: ; (a) drariati cctl J y i nc*roe.si 'ijq l uiab^ i of youlh our 
po]>ulatio!i nov; icr-JrcGonL- i i<\rt^^ pro/ort'on of the uolal popuZatio" , ^iicl (b) j'l- 
creasod rc'to:)t5.on of these youth an the eciicatjona] pipolihe* 
N vHtU of Ji' out h 

The 3 ricrc^ioccl birth rr.'crs c/i^oricncv-cl dter .1945 cont.inucd at a high .lcv\;3 uii-- 
til 196S \.he)i they d'Toppcd to the bir ;h rate*:; typical of tha rlr.prension ye-.rs. Tli-:- 
higher birth rater. e:>:pcri onced during the tv.'cnty year per'od fo3?ov;in9 VJW IV. ik.Vu 
created a "bulge" of youn^ pr.op3c {y^c Figure 1), and this "builge'' of ages 5 t'nrough 
24 in 1970 repror^onts 37" of the State 'r^ total ponulat^"c.i. 

The 3 7-year-old population (drfinou ac^ the average of 17 and J 8-year-olds) pro- 
vides a cor:venient group to .study in detail . They can be compared to high schc;ol grad- 
uation rducs^ bccc^uGc high school conplction is normally accoinoii .shed within the state 
of rc5^ide«ije; tlie 17-yGar-old populatJcn forms the base for policy regarding higher 
educdtion enrolliaenta; and t)ie chaiactvriJitics of the IllinoiG IT'-ycar-old population 
can be i uudicd thiough \0P/6 by utilizihg the recent census tabulation of the live pop- 
ulation by age group. 

Figure 2 presents the grov;th of the 17-year-old population from 1930 thiough 3 970, 
and it projects this age group IhjLOugh 3988. The 17-ycar-old population is not pro- 
jected to peak until 1978. It v,'il3 decrease by approximately 20% betv;een 1978-1986 
then ^(UCcCaiC CijCiUl whun the children born to the members of the post v:w II "laby boom" 
(who are nov; child bearing adults) begin to create a nev; bulge in the 17'-year-old pop- 
ulcition. 
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The hori^'onl-3l scale of rig :trc 2 can be i^hJ fiod to Ihe rJgrit by 12 yo: ; s to crt,-.^ 
tho i: [A^laMoii profile: of tho 5-ye..L"Olcl population. (Thi.t is, Ihc 17-ycar-old ro;>ulu- 
tion 1900 v;as the 5-yc:ar-o3cl ;.oi:ulauior. of 194&. "nt people v.:»o cjraciiUilod i-or ;iic;Ii 
scijool in 1^00 began J.ieir school caroors in 1948.) Ii: is i ntcrc^t J nq to W: lun 
vast clcr.cr«tary school cni'olln:n\, pr^^ '-.lu c^ '..hicr :x^^-;ar! in the oarly .l^-i>0*n, ar.'^l t.> ob- 
sorve the feict that -.Vialu elen»cntai*y school enroj 3 r^cni: pjcr-surcs h^*ve 1 cgn:* to dcrrtai>c 
in tho past fcv; years, they v;ill hCv^d up ag.^in by 1075. Even if the birth a'ate coniinncs 
to doclii;e durinci thu 1970* s, th3 totul nui:*>>cx* of children born to the P-r'^-br-rs of the 
post V».. II "}/;:l'jo" v;i31 V(,ry likely continue to incrociSc throvi'^jh 1200- 

\7ithin -Jio Jast three decades, a high cchool education has bccoioo the noirm of 
oducatior.Gl attaJr.ncnt for the youth of the Cvc^tc and th.e Uation. Figure 3 prcr.-nts 
for tho State of Tlldno.is a conparis^n of the 17-year-old population to the nui-iber of 
high 53chool degrees awarded over tir.e. The proportion of high gcjiccI graduates ar. jiig 
the 3 7-year-old population has doubled since the late 3930*s and stands at a cur-cjii 
graduation rate oi approximately CO^i>. The important feature, of this figure is the 
fact that high school graduates derived from the 17-year-o3d population aie leveling 
off. lncrea?>eJ> will continue to occur more slov/ly in the jyiopc'Litcn of students ob- 
taining high school degree?, but the KiaiibCA of people achieving this level of educa- 
tional attainment v;ill peah in the late 1970 's, decrease for approximately a decade, 
thfcn rise again to a uo\7 high before tlie end of this century. 

Hov; does the Illinois experience corpare v.'ith national trends? Table 3 presents 
for each of the census years since 1030 a comparison of the high school graduation rates 
for the .otate of Illinois and for the nation. It demonstrates that while Illinois* 
high school graduation rate lagged the Nation *s graduation rate through the 1940 's and 
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30.00*s, a rc;i^.5"kabJ e "catch up" period o;c:^<ircd in v'uj 39GO*s. Vhif^ c-ntr}] u)' rc-* 
fleets tho prinary aud r.ccO!idnry schQo] enroll no: :t Vi'<:tr>iA\ycs in the 10:*0'c and 
19G0*s and i/c ifi at lefjf^t partialJy rcspO:!^-iblc fwC tine college level enrolli'KnL 
prc5;sures ol the 3 9bO's. JXirincj the ncx' cccadc, the l!!linois hiqh sc':ool gracl'oa'Jori 
rato is projc ctcc; to ccntirju^ to lc.(j behir:^ tiic ? 'tiono-T cjr'iduat^on rat . 



h n h v: 1 
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7^n increasing proportion of IllinoLs high scliool graduates have sought sonic educa- 
tion beyond the 12th grade and this has been ebpeciftlly true during the last decade. 
College attendance statititics are not as easily related to the college age group bee luse 
many students elect. to attend college in states other than their how state, Hovever, 
Illinois has historically exported moie of its co3 lege ago youth than have migrated into 
Illinois fxon other states, and v/hile approximately 5o of the Nation *s college age pop- 
ulation arc residcnls of Illinois, our colleges and universities enroll 6o of the Nation's 
college students. Add to tliis the net number of students migrating out of the State to 
enroll in colleges, and it is obvious tliat v;hile our primary and secondary schools arc 
not as degree-productive as the national average those who do graduate from Illinois 
high schools enjoy a higher college participation rato thc<n the national average. 
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Tabje 2 }>rosor»Ls a cor.'.prxri son of the g2-ov:ih in the college eige }'onu"'at .-ion for tho 
Nation and ii.v 5;'»:ax,c of TJlinoin during the Uc-sl docadc. And it jaer.cnls fall co?Jeqo 
enrollraont :~;t:a^J sties for the same period. VHii Ic the si>;G of, the college <49C populatiop 
increased by opproximarcly 50'o over the dc.cac>>, the nva.:};^ r of enrolled college ago youih 
v\o re t } 1 a n do ub 3 e d . 



T h B L E 2 
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Future colloge enrollments arc n^-orc uncertc-an, v:hilc the college age population 
can bo projected from live births v/hich have alicady occurred, a range of college en- 
rollraents mu&t be projected because college enroilmcntc; are influenced by manv factors 
including the state of the cconoiay, changiiig attitudes tov;ard education, financial sup-- 
poit for college students, tlie chcinging structure of higher education, changes in ad- 
missions j>racl:ioes, etc. Table 3 presents estinates of the college age population 
through 19B5 and a range of enrollment estimates for the Nation and the State of T111no3S. 
It shov/s that (a) the college age population v/ill not increase as much during the 1970' s 
as it did during the 1960's; (b) college enrollment during the 1970's v;ill increase at 
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loas^: as rapidly as tp.e ago grouy increases; (c) coIIomC enrollmon* .iuring the 1^70 *s 
could poi,i*ibly incrJ:iasG at a rato more than double the increase in Ilvd oqe group. 
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ConcJ^U3^i.ori£ 

1. The birLht rates l-otv.'Kv'Bn 1915 and 1965 created a youth bulge lH our population 
v;hic;h has in -.urn craatcd incrcap^ed u'^:iv.aiid upon the Sta tie's educa clonal services from 
kiiKiorqc,r L-.n through college. During the past dcc:\de, the college age ronulation of. 
Illir.ois has increased by about 50o. During, the n de^j^.de, the collt.go a^/e population 
in the State of TJlino/^s will Incroaso by about 20''o. 19G0, GlA of IllinoJs' 17^year- 

Oid population graduated from high school and in 1970 1^1 of Illinois* 17-year-ojd pop- 
ular Ion graduated. Crom high /^chool . During tliat period, ait increasing proportion of 
thr>..'i high school jraduates have c:irolled in inntitutions of higher education. The high 
school participation rates have reached near saturation, and by the middle of this 
decade the real numbers of 17-year-olds will bc-:gin to decrea:5c, reflecting the declining 
birthrates vhich ushered in the dcviado of the 1960 *s. ffowever, before the end of the 
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c:c!*tury, cnrullinent dcin^^ml v.ill .^ol^rJdo then iiicr*. ct^e c.\ different tines fcr each 

sogru'.n- of th^ c-ducational pifx.-l: r^e- 

2. As the children of i:hc youth Lu3go inalnire, they crc^^to differential der. .nd 
upoii each .segiTient the oCa^cxziov.^y) pipej.itic fi.o:n kindc . ^<'*x"tcn Ir^oufrh col3 o<:f . And 
it Cci!i ho ciiiticip'ited t:.at in thr li^Ui 1970*5; thf- leadJir^' edcjc oi a r,cc.*r.d bu3'je v/lll 
bocjin in hinderqarlcn a:> Iho trailinq end of the fiirst bvilg ■ ends in college. 

3. During the pf':*st fcv; ciccadc? increasiiigly :nore i^cople have be.cn educated and 
t]ie average person ha.<^. been enrolled longer in the educational pipeline. 

4- V7e are approaching tlio end of the exponential exi ansion of "consunr tion" of 
educcJ.tion : 

(a) P'cojections of enrollment in ti:ie primary schoolfj v;ili depend entirely u]on 
the numb* rs of births during the 1910' s and not on change:-, in ralic^s of cni'-ol.lment since 
ne^^rly al.l persons of co:npulsory sjhool ages aro enrolled. 

(b) Projections of enrollment in secondary schools v;ill increase until thc-t mid 
70' s, decrease for approximately 10 years, and thereafter be depcnecnt upon the number 
of births during the 1070* s. Increases in the proportion of students of nigh scliool 
age attending md graduating from high school v;il3 very likely be small. 

(c) Projections of college enrollments are most uncertain but it can be ar^suncd 
that college cnrollmen* pressures v;ill continue to increar>e at a declining rate until 
the end of the 1970's. During the 1970's and beyond, college enrollment v;ill depend 
upon a myriad of factors and the most significant of these factors is public policy 
yet to be developed. 

5. V?hile the Illinois high r :hool graduation rate is lo-A-cr than that for tl»e Nation, 
tiie college participation rate of people v:ho do graduate from Illiriois high schools i.G 
higher thv»n the national avercige. 
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APPKRDTX TABLE II 
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134,427 


72,135 


53.66 


1960 


137,313 


82,922 


60.39 


1961 


143,454 


86,270 


60 . :i 4 


1962 


149,593 


92,925 


62.12 


1963 


155,736 


96,170 


61.75 


i9u4 


161,877 


102,620 


63.39 


1.065 


168,018 


115,006 


68.45 


1966 


174,159 


112,304 


64.48 


1967 


180,301 


141,883 


78.69 


1968 


386,442 


140,648 


7.3.44 



Rnlio of 
17-18/2 to 
Totol IlJinols 



1.34 
1.35 
1.35 
] .36 
1.40 
1.44 
1.49 
1.53 
1.58 
1.62 
1.67 
1.71 



Data for ajic grouips and Total Illinois Population for the years 1930, 1940, 1950 and 
1960 v;fcre obtained from Cen sus of Po p ulation , Bureau of Census. 

Data for age groups and total population of the years in between these years vjere pro- 
jected fror.i straight-line equations. 

Data for number of high school graduates from 1930-3 966 were obtained from lUcnni^tTl 
Report of the Superi.nLendent of Public Instruction of the State of Illi noi £ . 

Data for number of high school graduates from 1967-1968 were obtained from Office of 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, State of 113inois. 
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